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Bariba language 


Bariba, also known as Baatonum (also Baatombu, Baatonu, Barba, 
Barganchi, Bargawa, Bargu, Baruba, Berba, Bogung, and Burgu), is 
the language of the Bariba people of Benin and Nigeria and was the 
language of the state of B orgu . 

It is primarily spoken in Benin, but also across the border in adjacent 
Kwara State. Welmers (1952) reported the Bariba language as 
spoken in Nikki, Parakou, Kandi, and NatitingouJ^ 

Bariba is not closely related to neighbouring languages as a member 
of the Savannas branch of the Niger-Congo language family. 
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Bariba 


baatanum 

Native to 

Benin, Nigeria 

Region 

Borgou 

Ethnicity 

Bariba people 

Native speakers 

(560,000 cited 
1995)! 1 ] 

Language 

family 

Niger-Congo 

■ Atlantic- 
Congo 

- Savannas 

■ Bariba 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

bba 

Glottolog 

baatl238 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/baatl2 
38) Pi 


Phonology 

Bariba is a tonal language.^ Tonal patterns in Bariba have been claimed to present a challenge to the Two- 
Feature Model of tonal phonology. ^ 

Nouns 


Bariba has 7 noun classes: 





















■ 1. y-class 

■ 2. t-class 

■ 3. g-class 

■ 4. w-class 

■ 5. m-class 

■ 6. s-class 

■ 7. n-class 

The data was collected by William E. Welmers in August and September 1949 at Nikki, Benin.® 


y-class 

The y-class is the largest noun class, y-class singular nouns usually in -a. 




banana 

agede (no pi.) 

palm tree 

baa 

large calabash 

baka 

stick 

bora 

mosquito 

bueya 

character 

daa (no pi.) 

tree, wood 

d§§ (pi.?) 

fallen branch 

dakama 

branch on a tree 

dakasa 

root of a tree 

dakpina 

habit 

dendi (pi.?) 

mirror 

digi (pi.?) 

guinea corn 

dobi (pi.?) 

gun 

dobora 

well 

doko (pi.?) 

male 

dua 

horse 

duma 

bag 

foroto, -ba 

name of a month 

gaani (no pi.) 

village gate 

gambo, -ba 

wall 

gana 

word, matter 

gari (pi.?) 

termite 

gema 

driver ant 

ggya 

gazelle 

gina 

money 

gobi (pi.?) 

guinea fowl 

gona 

death 

goo (no pi.) 

rain, storm 

gura 

chicken 

guwa, guwe 

axe 

gbaa 

calabash 

gbaka 

lion 

gbesuno, gbesinansu 

grain of millet 

gbeya 

spirit 

huinde (pi.?) 

papaya 

karabosi, -ba 




motor 

keke,-ba 

animal horn 

koba 

wildcat 

kona 

bamboo stalk 

kosa 

antelope 

kpasa 

stew 

kpee (no pi.) 

star; hippopotamus 

kpera 

corn cake 

masa, -ba 

rice sprout 

mora 

cow 

naa 

house spider 

nara 

scorpion 

nfa 

female 

nia 

mouth 

noo (pi.?) 

hand 

nobu, noma 

peanut 

saa 

offering 

sara 

bridge 

sasara 

comb 

sembu,-ba 

hair 

sera 

covering 

sesebia 

pestle 

sobia 

edible seeds 

sonki (pi.?) 

road, path 

sua 

fish 

sua 

bean 

suia 

bracelet 

suma 

judgment 

taare (pi.?) 

tobacco 

taba 

ant 

tana 

mud brick 

tendoka 

self 

tn 

bee 

tTya 

inheritance 

tubf (pi.?) 

snake 

waa 

rope 

weya 

straw 

wiya, wTT 



law 

woda 

small gray monkey 

wonkera 

gold 

wura (no pi.) 

face 

wurusua, -e 

animal, meat 

yaa 

needle 

yabura 

cloth, robe 

yasa 

spear 

yasa/yesa 

pepper 

yseku (no pi.) 

evil spirit 

zim 


t-class 

All forms end in -ru for t-class nouns. 



cutlass 

adaru 

dysentery 

bandubandu 

sickness 

bararu 

tension drum 

bararu 

doorway 

bararu 

shoe 

bararu (only pi.) 

cloth 

bekuru 

basket 

bireru 

back 

biru 

salt 

born 

river 

daaru 

loincloth 

demberu 

house 

diru 

tooth 

dondu 

stalk 

ganaru 

arm 

gaseru 

rat 

gonoru 

large wild rat 

gononguru 

egg 

goosTaru 

mountain 

guru 

rain cloud 

guruwiru 

(musical) horn 

guuru 

crow 

gbagbaru 

field, farm 

gberu 

pot 

gberu 

gourd 

kaaru 

bush cow 

ketegbeekiru 

male (of some animals) 

kineru 

bread 

kiraru 

love 

kiru 

stool 

kitaru 

box 

kpakoruru 

stone 

kperu 

bed 

kpenyeru 

bone 

kukuru 

a swelling 

mosiru 

odor 

nuburu 




rabbit 

satabufu 

pitfall 

serD 

brass, copper 

sigandu 

grave 

sikiru 

tail 

siru 

stinkbug 

sfsikeneru 

pounded yam 

sokuru 

work 

somburu 

clay for pots 

sondu 

mortar 

soru 

porridge 

soru 

toad 

sureru 

leg 

taaru 

garden hill 

takaru 

bow 

tendu 

panther 

tundu 

nose 

weru 

head 

wiru 

neck 

wiyiru 

knife 

woburu 

pot 

wokeru 

night, darkness 

wokuru 

baboon 

wompokoru 

red monkey 

wonsuaru 

coldness 

wooru 

sheep 

yaaru 

market 

yaburu 

sacrifice 

yakuru 

place 

yanyeeru 

open space 

yeeru 

broom 

yiiru 

name 

yfsiru 

frog 

yooru 


g-class 


Forms usually end in back vowels for g-class nouns. 




chameleon 

agamanakf, -ba 

onion 

alumasa, -nu 

goat 

boo,bonu 

water pot 

boo, -nu 

dog 

boo,bonu 

owl 

booro, -su 

lizard 

bosu,-nu 

infestation of lice 

gaanf (pi.?) 

louse 

gaanuku, -nu 

airplane 

gogunfj, -su 

robe 

goko, -su 

drum 

g55,gaasu 

vehicle 

goo, -su 

canoe 

gooninku, -nu 

bird 

guno, -su 

cricket 

gboo, -nu 

sandfly 

kotokambu, -munu 

spoon 

kaato, -nu 

cat 

kbkonyambu, -munu 

doorway 

kondo, -su 

mat 

koo, -su 

pig 

kuruso, -su 

partridge 

kusu,-nu 

leopard, cat 

musuku, -nu 

antelope 

nemu, nennu 

eye 

nonu, noni 

bush hog 

sako,-nu 

trap 

sekpenku,-nu 

arrow 

ssu,seenu 

pot 

siru, -su 

fly 

sonu, -su 

ear 

so / soa, -su 

elephant 

suunu, -su 

ring 

taabu,-nu 

small black ant 

tambu, -munu 

army ant 

tasonu,-su 




hoe 

tebo,-nu 

shadow 

tiro, -nu 

parrot 

titimoko, -nu 

year 

w55n, wosu 

monkey 

womu, wonnu 

wind 

woo, -nu 

hole 

woru, -su 

town 

wuu, -su 

rabbit 

wuku, -nu 

leaf 

wuru, -su 

tongue 

yara, -nu 

vulture 

yebereku,-nu 

household 

yenu, -su 

hartebeest 

yiiku, -nu 


w-class 



father 

baa 

Bariba person or language 

batonu 

older brother, friend 

beers 

child 

biT 

ulcer 

boo 

hunter 

boso 

fire 

d55 

mother’s brother 

duani 

rich man 

gobigi 

person 

goo 

pregnant woman 

guragi 

God 

gusunb 

guard 

koso 

mother 

mero 

older brother 

moo 

paramount chief 

senaboko 

sister 

sesu 

sun, day 

s55 

chief 

suno, sinambu 

moon, month 

suru 

person 

tonu, tdmbu 

younger brother 

wono 

guardian spirit 

yard 

slave 

yob 

enemy 

yfbere 


m-class 


m-class nouns often end in -m. 




language 

barum 

milk 

bom 

strength 

dam 

oil 

gum 

raised garden row 

korom 

water 

nim 

liquor 

tarn 

ground, dirt 

tern 

medicine 

tim 

honey 

tim 

soap 

werem 

air 

worn 

space, room 

yam 

sand 

yanTm 

blood 

yem 


s-class 

The s-class is a small noun class. Most forms are collectives and end in -su. 


one (yam) 

tan (teesu) 

foot 

naasu 

silver 

sigeesu 

iron 

SISU 

cotton 

wesu 

grass, the bush 

yakasu 


n-class 

The n-class is a small noun class. Most forms are collectives and end in -nu. 


one 

teenu 

greens 

afonu 

thing 

gaanu 

necklace 

goonu 

corn 

gberenu 

cucumber 

gbezenu 

okra 

yabonu 






Verbs 


Aspects 

There are 7 primary verb aspects in Bariba:^ 

■ consecutive 

■ habitual 

■ continuative 

■ frequentative 

■ imperative 

■ past 

■ past negative 

There are 5 verb classes, which are grouped according to the formation of the past aspect. 


List of verbs 

Consecutive verb forms are given below. S denotes stative forms. 




get sick 

bara 

split 

bera 

push 

borTa 

dawn, whiten 

burura, S burTrT 

taste 

denda 

pass by 

dbona 

sell 

doora 

sleep 

duTa, S do 

come in 

duma 

pull 

gawa 

chase 

gira 

beseech 

kana 

break (rope) 

kara 

shatter 

koora 

loosen 

kusTa 

lie down 

kpuna, S kpi 

receive 

mua 

burn 

muara 

fight 

sanna 

become clean 

sara 

name, call 

sla 

pick up 

sua 

wash 

tTa 

become black 

tiira, S tTfri 

arrive 

tunuma 

fall 

woruma 

fill 

yTbia 

meet 

ylnna 

stop 

y5ra 

leave 

derl 

eat 

dT (Cont. di) 

forget 

duari 

hurt by burning 

men! 

help 

so ml 

increase 

sosT 

tether 

son 

take a long time 

t£ 



hand over 

W£ 

blow (air) 

wurT 

throw away 

yarT 

lay down 

yi 

become hard 

bobia, S bo(bu) 

become fat 

boria, S boru 

become much 

dabia, S dab! 

catch up with 

deema 

become long 

deenya, S deu 

become deep 

dukia, S duku 

learn 

gia 

turn over 

gosia 

turn around 

gosira 

gather 

gura 

become high, tall 

guria, S guru 

open 

kenTa 

get down 

sara 

become difficult 

sesTa, S ss 

sit down 

sina, S s5 

become bitter 

sosia, S sd(su) 

become red 

su£ra, S su£rl 

become tough 

taaya, S tau 

become wide 

yasia, S yasu 

become cold, damp 

yemia, S yerii 

fire (a gun) 

sue 

touch 

baba 

go around 

besira 

break in two 

bua 

cut in two 

bura 

do become sweet 

dora, S 

catch 

gaba 

become dry 

gbera 

tear 

gia 

scratch 

gora 

want 

kTa, S ki 

cut up 

mura 



jump, drop 

sura 

draw up 

taka 

bring 

tarn a 

become good 

wera, S wa 

believe 

wura 

come back 

wurama 

pierce 

yaba 

remember 

yaya 

play 

due 

become clean 

deera 

become big 

kpeya,S kpa 

become hot 

suya, S sum 

become clear 

deere 

look for 

kasu 

show 

sonasi 

warm oneself 

wosu 

cover 

wukfrl 

peel 

keen 

chew, eat 

tern 

plant 

duure 

separate 

gosi 

dig 

gbe 

wait 

ma, maru 

study 

meeri 

fall (of rain) 

ne 

leave, walk 

si 

call 

soku 

be enough, arrive 

turi 

see 

wa 

answer 

wisi 

measure 

yTre 

hear 

no 

fix up 

some, som 

dye black 

woku 

dance 

ya 

enter, hurt 

du 

flow 

koku 



stand up 

se, S yo 

climb 

y5 

shine 

baali 

count 

gari 

rot 

kosi 

give birth to 

ma, maru 

swell 

mosi 

rejoice 

yeeri 

buy 

due 

give 

ke 

build 

ban! 

steal 

gbenT 

prick 

s5ku 

tell 

so 

put on the head 

sobe,so 

fry 

some, sam 

? 

su 

fly 

y3 

tie up 

boke 

sew 

ylne 

speak, say 

gere 

close 

kene 

hide 

kuke 

frighten 

nare 

cook 

yike 

write 

yari 

do, make 

ko, S mi 

kill 

go 

throw down 

k5 

finish 

kpe 

hit 

so 

Adjectives 


[3] 


Invariable adjectives: 




male 

da, dua 

raw 

goma 

high 

gbara 

white 

kaa 

a little bit 

piko 

narrow 

terere 

difficult 

sesa 


Adjectives with a class of their own, which remains the same after all nouns; singular and plural forms are 
like those of nouns: 

t-class adjectives: 


some, a few (pi. only) 

binu 

much, many 

dablru 

dead 

goru 

male (of certain animals) 

kineru 

old 

takaru 

short, small (also g-class) 

kpiriru 


g-class adjectives: 


small 

yakabu 

small 

pibu 

short, small (also t-class) 

kpiribu 


Attributive adjectives with alternants for each noun class: 






big 

baka- 

fresh 

beku- 

hard 

booboa- 

fat 

boruboru- 

good 

bura- 

strong 

dangi- 

long 

dendeh- 

good 

ge- 

dry 

gbebu- 

new 

kpaa- 

white 

kpikT- 

female 

ni- 

thick 

sinungi- 

bitter 

soosua- 

red 

sua- 

hot 

sum- 

tough 

taataa- 

black 

w5ku- 

cold 

yire- 


Numerals 


1 

tia 

2 

yiru 

3 

yita 

4 

hne 

5 

noobu 

6 

nooba tia 

7 

nooba yiru 

8 

nrnba yita 

9 

nooba hne 

10 

okuru 

20 

yendu 

30 

tena 
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■ Baatonum (http://www.wolframalpha.com/input/?i=Baatonum) at WolframAlpha 
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